Sewerage Adoption Panel
Meeting on 16 March 2026 via MS Teams

In attendance:
Victor Olowe – Chair
Kate Raybould – Secretary
Karl Walker – Seddon Homes
Gavin Thorne – Barratt Homes
Alison Tregale – South West Water
Richard Starritt – Severn Trent
Nick Ayling – Thames Water
Kenny Mawson- MJ Gleeson
Sam Vernon - Vistry


	
	Item
	Action

	1
	Introduction and Apologies 

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting. Apologies had been received from Jenny Henman and Gary Boddington. 
	

	2
	Declaration of Interests

There were no interests to declare from any of the Panel members.
	

	3
	Waiver of notice and publication period (standing item)

The change proposal from TT Pumps had been published on the Panel’s website on 20th February 2026 and the Panel agreed to waive the notice and publication period.
	




	4
	Approval of minutes of Panel Meeting held on 30th October 2025

The minutes of the Panel Meeting held on 30th October 2025 were approved for publication. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
	






	5
	Open change proposals

· Corrugated Steel Pipe Tanks for below ground stormwater attenuation & storage applications – ViaCon

The Panel reviewed the information provided by ViaCon in response to its request to provide additional evidence to support the proposal in relation to:

· Self-cleansing capabilities
· Crushing and loading strength, including product specifications
· Maintenance regime and requirements
· Lifespan
· Examples of adoption and previous use

The Panel noted that the assets had been mainly used privately and in highways drainage, and while the asset could be offered to undertakers on a trial basis, ViaCon had not been able to provide examples of adoption. 

As a condition of adoption, undertakers require storage systems on the public sewer network to be self-cleansing and corrugated tanks posed a risk of sediment build-up. The Panel noted that ViaCon suggested that this should be mitigated by upstream and downstream controls which would create increased maintenance risk and cost in respect of cleansing and silt control. The Panel observed that the proposal in effect is requiring undertakers to change their service standards in relation to self-cleansing in order to adopt their product. The Panel was also concerned about the vulnerability of the tanks’ zinc coating to damage from jetting or debris. Further, corrugated tanks did not appear to be a more suitable storage solution than other products already available.

After discussion, the Panel unanimously agreed to reject the change proposal on the basis that the change was not needed and could have a negative impact on customers and undertakers due to the concerns noted by the Panel in its discussion. The Panel also concluded that the proposal did not demonstrate that it would advance any of the Code principles and could potentially pose a risk to the principles of efficiency, resilience and sustainability.  The Secretary will draft a letter to Ofwat setting out the Panel’s recommendation and circulate it to the Panel for approval.

· DCG pumping station flow rate calculations and septicity – TT Pumps

The Panel reviewed the change proposal form submitted by TT Pumps relating to concerns around pumping station flow rate calculations under the DCG and septicity issues. The change proposal follows a previous query from TT Pumps on this issue, to which the Panel has already responded. The Panel noted that the change proposal did not include any specific examples of the issues raised by TT Pumps and did not specify what changes to the DCG should be made under the proposal with the relevant rationale. It was agreed that TT Pumps should be invited to amend the change proposal form to address these points before the Panel can consider it further.
	
















































Draft letter to Ofwat (KR)














Ask TT Pumps to amend form (KR)

	6
	Panel Terms of Reference

The Panel has previously reviewed the amendments to its Terms of Reference to enact the recommendations from Ofwat’s review of the Adoption Codes. The draft ToR have been informally reviewed by Ofwat, who have suggested that the reference to the nomination of NAV members by Independent Networks Association in paragraph 8.7 should be amended as not all NAVs are members of the INA. 

The draft Terms will be further revised to clarify references to the HBF/HBA and allow the Panel to submit recommendations arising out of its Working Groups. Subject to these amendments, the Panel approved the draft Terms and agreed to submit a change proposal to Ofwat recommending the changes to the Terms. The Secretary will finalise the amended Terms and draft a change proposal form, which will be submitted to Ofwat together with a similar proposal for the Water Adoption Panel.
	














Finalise TOR and draft change proposal form (KR)

	7
	AOB

None.
	








Sewerage Adoption Panel
Meeting Action Log


	Date of Meeting
	Action
	Action Owner
	Due Date
	Status

	06/10/22
	CESWI – submit change proposal
	WRc/
CESWI Group
	30/11/22
	On hold

	
	Vistry change proposal – write to Vistry re: division/group query
	KR
	11/10/22
	Complete

	
	Vistry change proposal – draft email for consultation
	KR/All
	14/10/22
	Complete

	
	ToR – comment on draft change proposal
	All
	11/10/22
	Complete 

	
	ToR – submit change proposal to Ofwat
	VO/KR
	14/10/22
	Complete

	
	NAV rep on Panel – discuss with Ofwat
	KR
	10/10/22
	Complete

	
	BPF query on website – respond
	KR
	21/10/22
	Complete

	19/12/22
	BPF change proposal – write to BPF to clarify
	KR
	15/01/22
	Complete

	
	Vistry change proposal – provide comments on diagram
	RS
	11/01/22
	Complete

	
	Vistry change proposal – request extension from Ofwat
	KR
	23/12/22
	Complete

	
	WIS IGN – update Panel website
	KR
	11/01/22
	Complete

	
	CESWI project – speak to WUK
	KR
	11/01/22
	Complete

	
	Website – speak to Vu 
	KR
	11/02/22
	Complete

	
	Tidying amendments – collate list
	All
	28/02/22
	Superceded

	31/03/23
	CESWI – chase WRc/WUK
	KR
	30/04/23
	Complete

	
	BPF change proposal – draft email to Sub-Group
	KR
	12/04/23
	Complete

	
	BPF change proposal – request extension
	KR
	12/04/23
	Complete

	
	Chris Faulkner change proposal – write to CF to clarify
	KR
	12/04/23
	Complete

	
	Arrange next meeting
	KR
	30/04/23
	Complete

	09/06/23
	BPF change proposal – suggest wording for C7.1.2
	NA
	12/06/23
	Complete

	
	BPF change proposal – draft letter to Ofwat and circulate
	KR
	12/06/23
	Complete

	
	Chris Faulkner change proposal – draft letter to Ofwat
	KR
	31/07/23
	Complete

	
	Ofwat meeting – email KR with topics
	All
	28/06/23
	Complete

	10/11/23
	JDP change proposal – draft email to WRc and circulate
	KR
	17/11/23
	Complete

	
	Homes England – draft response and circulate
	KR
	17/11/23
	Complete

	
	Adoption of STWs – collate details and circulate
	GT
	30/11/23
	Superceded

	
	Adoption of STWs – review by Panel
	All
	29/09/24
	Superceded

	
	Attenuation crates – draft email to CIRIA and circulate
	KR
	17/11/23
	Complete

	
	NAVs – provide details of scenario
	GT/All
	30/11/23
	Superceded

	
	WUK PDaS query – circulate for comment
	KR
	10/11/23
	Complete

	
	Code updates – chase WUK
	KR
	10/11/23
	Complete

	
	New Connections Committee – attend meeting
	KR
	28/11/23
	Complete

	12/01/24
	CESWI update – liaise with WRc and WUK re: WRc costs
	KR
	19/01/24
	Complete

	
	CESWI update – ask WUK to add note to DCG re: update
	KR
	31/01/24
	Complete

	
	JDP change proposal – draft letter to Ofwat and circulate
	KR
	15/01/24
	Complete

	
	Tidying amends – liaise with Vu Online
	KR
	19/01/24
	Complete

	
	Adoption of STWs – include note in tidying amends
	NA/KR
	30/04/24
	Complete

	
	Mission Rubber – respond to queries
	KR
	15/01/24
	Complete

	
	Geocellular crates – update email to CIRIA and circulate
	KR
	19/01/24
	Complete

	
	Meeting with Ofwat – email Panel for items
	KR
	26/01/24
	Complete

	30/04/24
	Geocellular crates – ask CIRIA for info on testing
	KR
	31/05/24
	Complete

	
	SAM 5/1 – raise with LoS Group
	AT
	31/05/24
	Complete

	10/07/24
	Torrent change proposal – ask Torrent to clarify re: HAs and WRc testing
	KR
	31/07/24
	Complete

	
	Torrent change proposal – draft note for consultation
	KR
	31/07/24
	Complete

	
	Geocellular crates – draft note to stakeholders
	KR
	31/07/24
	Complete

	18/10/24
	Action Log - review
	KR
	30/11/24
	Complete

	
	Torrent change proposal – draft letter to Ofwat and circulate
	KR
	31/10/24
	Complete

	
	SAM 5/1 – discuss with STW
	AT
	30/11/24
	

	
	Geocellular crates – invite CIRIA to next meeting
	KR
	31/10/24
	Complete

	
	CESWI – chase WUK for update
	KR
	31/10/24
	Complete

	29/01/25
	Geocellular crates – write to Ofwat
	KR
	15/02/25
	Complete

	
	Wales and SFA – write to WUK/Ofwat
	KR
	15/02/25
	Complete

	
	CESWI – chase WUK/WRc
	KR
	15/02/25
	Complete

	
	Minor amendments – recirculate link
	KR
	15/02/25
	Complete

	17/07/25
	Code review report – provide feedback to Ofwat
	VO/KR
	31/07/25
	Complete

	
	SuDS – flag new standards to Ofwat/WUK
	VO/KR
	31/07/25
	Complete

	
	Panel members – confirm expiry of current terms
	KR
	31/07/25
	Complete

	01/10/25
	ViaCon change proposal – draft note to ViaCon
	KR
	07/11/25
	Complete

	
	CESWI update – invite WRc to submit
	KR
	30/11/25

	Complete

	
	Code review report – liaise with Ofwat on next steps
	KR/VO
	15/12/25
	Complete

	
	TT Pumps – draft note to TT
	KR
	07/11/25
	Complete

	
	SuDs – chase Ofwat/WUK for response 
	KR
	30/11/25
	Complete

	04/03/26
	ViaCon change proposal – draft recommendation to Ofwat
	KR
	02/03/26
	

	
	TT Pumps change proposal – ask TT to amend form
	KR
	06/03/25
	

	
	TOR – finalise draft TOR and draft change proposal form
	KR
	13/03/26
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